
 

Govier Christmas 2016 
 

We didn't get the whole family together in 2016 but we did get to be with each family member 

during the year, which makes it a pretty good year.  

 

One of the most memorable moments of 2016 came last April. I was standing outside of a rest-

room at O'Hare airport holding dollies and backpacks while Sara and her girls were getting 

ready to fly home. Then suddenly I heard wailing. As the girls emerged, Sara said Audrey had 

just realized that I was not going to be going all the way home to Virginia with them. 

 

That touching moment helped me realize even more clearly how important it is to stay con-

nected to our grandchildren, even though they live hundreds to thousands of miles away. So 

later last summer I was able to get a work assignment out east that enabled me to visit Sara, 

Ryan, Audrey, and Lana one more time. Sara and Ryan continue to be leaders in their church in 

Stephens City, Ryan is worship pastor and Sara leads a women's group. Sara also went to Sene-

gal on a missions trip with her church just before my visit. 

 

The big event of the year was seeing Brian, Mika, and Anna in Japan, which we did in Septem-

ber. It was an exciting adventure filled with lots of insights about life in Japan and Japanese cul-

ture. Brian and Mika were wonderful hosts and we enjoyed meeting more members of Mika's 

family. The long flights were a challenge but the experience was worth the sacrifices.  

 

Drew and Candess divorced this year but live close to each other in Savanna  so that they can 

both take care of Eden.  Drew and Eden came for a visit in November and I invited Drew to go 

with me for a biplane ride to celebrate   my upcoming 65th birthday. That was way more fun 

than my actual birthday, that included a surprise visit to the dentist and a root canal.  

 

Sam graduated from the University of Wisconsin with his mathematics degree in May (high 

honors and Phi Beta Kappa). He is now halfway through the program for his Masters degree in 

Education and considering what he really wants to do when he completes it.  

 

Anne is still a nanny, watching 2-year old Claire and I'm still working at InterVarsity, with other 

writing projects on the side. We expect 2017 to be quite an interesting year. How about you? 

 

Gordon & Anne 
 

2016 family photos on page 2  

More of the year’s adventures and photos on my blog at:  

https://radioscribeblog.wordpress.com/ 




